H1N1 VACCINE FACTS
The H1N1 vaccine is not reimbursable since it is provided free of charge by the federal government. The administration of the vaccine may be billed, but as usual the rules vary. 
____________________________________________
The Codes
90663- The AMA has revised the code 90663 for the use of the H1N1 vaccine.  This code use to only be used for standard flu vaccines, but now includes the H1N1 vaccine. 
90470- Has been added as a new administration code for this vaccine This administration is used for intramuscular or intranasal vaccine administration. 
The codes were created 9-28-09 and are effective immediately. The new codes will not be in the 2010 CPT manual as they were created after the manuals were produced. 
Medicare 
Medicare has elected to use G codes for the H1N1 vaccine and administration service.  The codes are:
G9141 Administration of the vaccine, including counseling 
G9142 H1N1 Vaccine  
____________________________________________________________________________________
Medicaid and Commercial Carriers
The AMA has developed these new guidelines for billing and coding of the H1N1 vaccine; however many carriers have sent out notices implementing their own guidelines. Some carrier specific guidelines have been utilization of the 52 modifier since the vaccine is free to the provider.  Some carriers are not loading the new administration code and request you continue using 90471 for this service.  Contact the individual carriers for the correct billing and coding information. 
Since the federal government is providing the vaccine free of charge, it is not reimbursable. The vaccine code should still be billed on your claim form with the administration. The codes for the H1N1 vaccine should be reported using a charge of $0.00 or $0.01. Some people cannot transmit charges to the insurances at a zero cost, in this instance you may need to charge a penny for the vaccine so that the charge will get to the insurance company. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	CPT
	DESCRIPTION
	CHARGE
	REIMBURSEMENT

	G9141
	Medicare Administration
	$34.40
	$17.20

	G9142
	Medicare Vaccine
	$0.00
	$0.00

	90663
	Vaccine
	$0.00
	$0.00

	90470
	Administration
	$34.40
	$17.20 (will vary by carrier)




Billing H1N1 vaccine administration with other codes
If a patient is seen by the nurse or doctor for an office visit, the visit can be billed along with the codes for the vaccine administration. A 25 modifier would need to be placed on the office visit code in order to ensure payment. 
Seasonal Flu codes (these have not changed)
VACCINES
90655- Influenza vaccine, split virus, preservative free, children 6-35 mo. of age, IM use.
90656- Influenza vaccine, split virus, preservative free, 3 yr or older, IM use. 
90657- Influenza vaccine, split virus, 6-35 months, IM use. 
90658- Influenza vaccine, split virus, 3 yr or older, IM use
90660- Influenza vaccine, live, intranasal use. 
90661- Influenza vaccine, from cell cultures, subunit, preservative and antibiotic free, IM use. 
90662- Influenza vaccine, split virus, preservative free, enhanced immunogenicity via increased antigen context, IM use. 
ADMINISTRATION CODES
90466- Administration younger than 8 yrs. (includes percutaneous, intradermal, subcutaneous, or intramuscular) includes counseling to patient /family.  Each additional injection use 90468.
90468- Administration younger than 8 yrs. (includes percutaneous, intradermal, subcutaneous, or intramuscular) includes counseling to patient /family.  This is charged for every vaccine over the initial vaccine. 
90471- Administration (includes percutaneous, intradermal, subcutaneous, or intramuscular) this is for the initial vaccine only. 
90472- Administration (includes percutaneous, intradermal, subcutaneous, or intramuscular) this is for every vaccine over the initial one. 
90474- Administration of vaccine via intranasal or oral vaccine route. This is to be charged per vaccine. 
G0008- Administration of Influenza vaccine, for use with Medicare only.

